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FS pupils enjoying the sunshine

We have had a busy and exciting half term with lots 
of school trips, family-open-events and SATS for Year 
2 and Year 6 pupils.  At the beginning of last term, we 
introduced a new way of teaching topic in KS1 and KS2, 
with themed, immersive learning over a 2 week period.  
This is proving to be very successful and enjoyable for 
pupils and I am very proud of their achievements and 
ability to be adaptive and resilient when big changes 
like these are made.  I hope you all have a 
well-deserved and relaxing half term holiday 
and come back to school ready to learn in 
Summer Term 2!  Louise Foster - Head Teacher

BREAK UP for HALF TERM
Friday 25th May

BACK TO SCHOOL
Monday 4th June

BREAK UP for SUMMER
Tuesday 24th July

INSET DAY
Wednesday 25th July

INSET DAY
Wednesday 5th September

BACK TO SCHOOL
Thursday 6th September

BREAK UP for HALF TERM
Friday 26th October

BACK TO SCHOOL
Monday 5th November

INSET DAY
Friday 7th December

BREAK UP for CHRISTMAS
Friday 21st December

BACK TO SCHOOL
Monday 7th January

INSET DAY
Monday 11th February

TERM DATESSTONEHILL
2 Year Old Provision:  
This term we have 
welcomed some new 
children to nursery, so we 
have been making new 
friends! With the weather 
being lovely, we have 
spent lots of time in the 
garden, we have been 
growing wild flowers and  
sunflowers for the bees.

FOUNDATION STAGE TWO
We returned to school after the Easter holidays to find a 
T-Rex egg in each classroom!  The Mother-Rex had left 
us her eggs to look after and we have had so much fun 
taking care of them and writing to her to let her know how 
we have been getting on.  Thank you to all the family and 
friends who joined us for the Dinosaur Fair, we made and 
sold dinosaur biscuits and dino-print cards and raised a 
fantastic £160.83!  Thank you to Mrs Hallam for helping us to 
make all the yummy biscuits.  We are now travelling under 
the sea and reading ‘Tiddler’ by Julia Donaldson.  We have 
been looking at rhymes and creating our own in the style of 
Julia Donaldson’s stories.  We hope you have a sunny  
half-term holiday and look forward to seeing you in June.
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3 & 4 Year Old Provision:  
We read the Room on a Broom, 
listening out for the rhyming 
words and had great fun 
mixing magic potions, using 
magic words and thinking of 
our own magic spells.
Please don’t forget your children’s 
library book. Bring your book back 
on Mondays and help your child to 
develop a love of stories and books!
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YEAR ONE
We have had a half term 
filled with animals! We had 
a visit from the Animal Man 
to kick off our topic of ‘Paws, 
Claws and Whiskers’.  This was 
followed by learning all about 
the seven different continents 
of the world and the types 
of animals that live on each 
one.  We invited parents to 
visit our Dale ‘Zoo’ where we 
shared our learning and sold 
our animal artwork, along 
with refreshments.  We raised 
over £100 to support our next 
topic!  Thank you so much to 
all the parents and friends 
who attended the event.   
Last week we took a trip to 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Park and 
had a great time learning all 
about the animals they are 
caring for.  We saw rhinos, 
lions, giraffes, lemurs and 
wallabies to name a few!   
The children behaved 
beautifully and made us very 
proud.  Have a great half 
term holiday... Fingers crossed 
for more sunshine! 

YEAR TWO
There has been lots 
of time spent on SATS 
preparation this half 
term but we have 
still managed to do 
plenty of Creative 
and Science based 
learning too!  We 
have designed and 
built boats out of 
plasticine; taking our 
time to work out the 
most effective shapes 
and sizes for floating 
and moving.  We have 
also been making 
musical instruments. 
We used water and 
glasses to create a 
musical xylophone.  
The children have 
coped very well over 
the last couple of 
weeks of SATS, showing 
determination and 
maturity throughout 
the tests.  Fantastic 
work Year Two!  Have 
a great week off - you 
deserve it! 

YEAR THREE
At the beginning of the half 
term we had a visit from 
some perfect predators; 
snakes, meerkats and owls.
We created leaflets about 
the animals and shared 
what we’d learnt about 
them; their food, habitats 
and families.  After our 
Predators topic was over 
we had some MORE visitors! 
This time two pirates came 
to school!  We asked them 
lots of questions and learnt 
all about life at sea; what 
they like to eat, drink, 
dress like and where they 
sleep.  In Maths we have 
been learning all about 
angles.  Please encourage 
your child to use an angle 
measure at home and to 
keep practising their  
three-times, four-times 
and eight-times tables; 
all of which will be very 
important in Year Four.  
Have a lovely half term 
break and come back 
raring-to -go in June!

The Animal Man visited Year One with his collection and predators entered the Year Three classrooms!
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YEAR FOUR YEAR FIVE
We began this term with our 
topic ‘Princes, Peasants and 
Pestilence’ (also known as 
‘The Black Death’ or ‘The 
Plague’ - aka Mr Beattie - 
see below!)  We learnt all 
about the Black Death and 
its impact on the country.  
Then we wrote letters and 
diary entries as if we were 
children affected by the 
black death.  In Science, 
we have been studying  
micro-organisms and how 
they affect our bodies.   
We wiped our hands on 
Petri dishes, secured lids on 
the dishes and left them 
for a week before taking a 
look at the micro-organisms 
that had developed.  It was 
so interesting and got us 
thinking about how clean our 
hands really are!  In literacy, 
we have enjoyed reading 
the Highwayman and we are 
getting excited for Arts Week 
taking place next half term!  
Have a great week off.

YEAR SIX
This half term we have 
been learning all about 
the ‘Blue Abyss’, and the 
many layers of the ocean 
and variety of creatures 
that l ive there.  One of 
the most fascinating is the 
Angler Fish: It l ives in some 
of the darkest parts of the 
ocean and has a light on 
it’s head to help guide it 
through the black depths!  
From our learning we 
have created our own 
Blue Abyss, fi l led with 
beautiful i l lustrations of 
the sea creatures.  We 
have also recreated 
some of them using our 
sewing skil ls; with three-
dimensional felt versions 
for our display.  We 
have then written non-
chronological reports 
about our favourite ones.  
The time and effort the 
children have taken 
on the topic has been 
outstanding and we are 
very proud of them.   
We have also taken a tr ip 
to Attenborough Nature 
Reserve.  We took part in 
a nature walk, where we 
listened to the sounds of 
the woods and created 
‘journey sticks’ with items 
we found and collected 
along the route.  We all 
had a wonderful time 
and loved seeing the 
many different birds and 
animals in the reserve.

While busi ly preparing 
for SATS, we have been 
looking at World War 
2 and the impact the 
war had on children 
in the 1940s.  Our 
topic, ‘A Child’s War’ 
has focused upon the 
children in cities that 
were evacuated to 
the countryside to l ive 
with unknown famil ies 
and how they would 
have been affected by 
this.  We have written 
diar ies and letters as 
evacuees in response 
to our learning.   
We are looking forward 
to our trip to York next 
half term and all our 
preparations for moving 
on to secondary school 
in September!  Thank 
you to everyone who 
helped support the SATS 
breakfast club this year, 
it was great preparation 
for the exams. 



SPORTING 
ACHIEVEMENTS
We have had an action-packed half term!   
We have taken part in a High-five Netball 
Tournament at Chellaston Academy, with a 
great effort from the Year 5 and 6 mixed team.  
We’ve also had lots of participation in 7-aside 
football and tag rugby across the city.  Year 
4 have made us all very proud, representing 
Dale in the FA Cup Football Festival, Dodgeball 
Festival and Mini-Red-Tennis Tournament.  
We’ve had a great half term with loads of 
practise ready for Kwik Cricket next term.   
We have entered Dale into an external 
Derbyshire Kwik Cricket League that will take 
place over 9 weeks.  Have a great half term!  
The Sports Team
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POLITE 
NOTICES

Please ensure that your children 
are wearing seatbelts and 
using the correct carseats for 
their height and weight at all 
times while travelling in the car. 
You can be fined up to £500 
if a child under 14 is not in the 
correct car seat or wearing a 
seat belt whilst you are driving.

School Uni form and PE kit:
Please ensure that your children are 
coming to Dale wearing the correct 
school uniform and have a full P.E. kit 
in school everyday.  A P.E. kit can be 
purchased from the school office for 
£10 and includes a Dale logo t-shirt, 
black shorts and PE bag.  Pupils will 
also need black jogging bottoms, 
hoody and black trainers/pumps.   
No earrings should be worn during P.E. 
and we ask parents to remove them 
on the morning of a P.E. lesson.  For full 
details regarding the correct school 
uniform please visit our website: 
www.dale.derby.sch.uk/school-uniform.

For more information  about 
Dale and Stonehi l l  and to 
view term dates, cur r iculum 
information, photos from tr ips 
and events and ful l contact 
detai ls please visit our website: 
www.dale.derby.sch.uk  
Thank you for your support 
and cooperation.

DALE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL - PORTER ROAD - DERBY - DE23 6NL
(t): 01332 760070  (e): admin@dale.derby.sch.uk (w): www.dale.derby.sch.uk

STONEHILL NURSERY SCHOOL - STONEHILL ROAD - DERBY - DE23 6TJ
(t): 01332 341636  (e): admin@stonehill.derby.sch.uk (w): www.stonehillnurseryderby.com

CELEBRATING  
SUCCESS
Every Friday we have a Good Work Assembly 
where children are given the opportunity 
to celebrate their achievements in school.  
Academic and sporting successes are shared 
and House Heroes are rewarded for their hard 
work over the week.  From March we would like 
to extend this to achievements outside of school 
and ask children to bring certificates, photos 
and trophies from any extra curricular activities 
they take part in, for example swimming 
certificates, dancing trophies, Brownie badges 
etc.  Please hand any items to the class teacher 
on Friday morning and they will be returned to 
the child at the end of the day.


